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Another measure, providing for the defense of the poor in the 
courts is a bill which is a copy of the federal law, which gives legal 
counsel to those who are unable to pay for it. And finally, the social- 
ists have a memorial to congress, urging that the federal judges shall 
be elected by the people. This, they think, will tend to make them 
more responsive to the demands of justice to the poor and the working 
classes. 

National Legislation Suggested. The most important meas- 
ures in the Socialist program cannot, of course, be limited to the 
State or carried out by the State. The socialists, therefore, have 
made liberal use of memorials to congress, urging the passage of 
measures which they believe will provide for these matters. For 
example, taking advantage of the measure introduced in congress on 
the twenty-seventh of February, of this year, for the government 
ownership of railroads, the socialists have introduced a memorial in 
the State legislature, urging the passage of this or some similar bill, 
for the establishment of the government ownership of railroads. In 
this connection, they have another resolution, urging congress to 
condemn, appraise and lawfully take over, by the right of eminent 
domain, as public property for the United States, every railroad, 
express, telegraph, telephone business or property now being, or that 
may hereafter be operated by receivers. In view of the fact, that 
there have been more than 660 railway receiverships established dur- 
ing the last twenty-five years, this measure offers a significant sugges- 
tion as to the method of acquiring government ownership of such 
public utilities. 

Other memorials to congress urge the establishment of postal 
savings banks, parcels post, the exclusion of Asiatic labor, and one 
memorial urges congress to invite the nations of the world to send 
delegates to an interparliamentary union for the purpose of discussing 
and establishing a system of international arbitration, and investiga- 
tion of disputes between nations and to arrange for a permanent 
interparliamentary union at stated intervals in the interests of uni- 
versal peace. 

Carl D. Thompson. 

Taxation — Segregation of Sources of Revenue. The legislature of 
Missouri by a vote of nineteen to eleven in the senate, and ninety-one 
to eighteen in the house of representatives, voted to submit to the 
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people a constitutional amendment in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the State tax commission of which Mr. Frederick N. 
Judson was chairman. The proposed amendment makes provision 
for abolishing the State general property tax, for separating the 
sources of State and municipal revenue and for giving the counties 
and cities local option in taxation. The amendment will be voted on 
at the general election in 1908. 

Trade Unions and Trade Disputes. The British trade disputes act 
of December 21, 1906, modifies the law relating to trade unions and 
trade disputes in several important particulars. The act relates to 
"any dispute between employers and workmen or between workmen 
and workmen which is connected with the employment or non- 
employment or the terms of the employment or with the conditions 
of labor of any person and the expression 'workmen' means all per- 
sons employed in the trade or industry whether or not in the employ- 
ment of the employer with whom a trade dispute arises." 

The act eliminates the century-old controversy as to conspiracy by 
providing that "an act done in the performance of an agreement or 
combination by two or more persons shall if done in contemplation or 
furtherance of a trade dispute not be actionable unless the act if 
done without any such agreement or combination would be action- 
able." The act also authorizes peaceful picketing. 

Briefly, the new act places trade unions upon the same footing as 
other associations as regards civil liability for acts done in furtherance 
of any trade interest or trade dispute, and while it provides that trade 
unions may not be sued in tort, they may be sued in contract. 

Sir Frederick Pollock in his work on Torts (p. 317) has enunciated 
the rule of law that " Persuading or inducing a man without unlawful 
means to do something he has a right to do, though to the prejudice of 
a third person, gives that person no right of action whatever the per- 
suader's motives may have been. " Prof. Richard T. Ely has pointed 
out that " A corporation may while pursuing its own interests inciden- 
tally injure another, but it is not therefore held liable and the law 
ought not to hold trade unions liable. " 

Although the conspiracy and protection of property act, of 1875, 
(38 and 39 Vict, c.86) relieved trade unions of criminal liability, they 
have continued to be civilly liable (Quinn v. Leathan 1901, A.C. 495; 
Giblan v. Nat. Amal. Union, 1903, 2 K.B. 600; Glamorgan Coal 
Company v. S. Wales Miners' Federation, 1903, 2 K.B. 545) under 



